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Ignou celebrates silver
jubilee, 12 students
get UIDs at function

TIMES MEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Indira Gandhi
National Open University
(Ignou} became the first
echucational institution in
the country to collaborate
with the IInique Identifica-
tion Authority of India (UI-
DAD when it allotted UID
numbers to 12 students se-
lected out of 500 students
during the culmination of
its silver jubilee celebra-
tlons on Friday

The UID numbers, dis-
tributed by chief minister
Sheila Dikshit, will contain
the entire life oycle of the
student and will be added to
Ipnowu's student database.

On the occasion, the
chief minister unveiied the
statue of former Prime
MMinister, Indira Gandhi. at
the entrance to the campus
during a valedictory func-
tion held to mark the com-
pletion of 25 years of the
Open University:

In his presidential ad-
dress, vice-chancellor of Ig-
nouwu, ¥V N Rajasekharan Pil-
lai said. " Today: Ignou is the
largest university in the
world., This year we admit-
ted 79,800 SC/ST students in
various undergraduate pro-
grammes fiee of cost. Ignon
now becomes the first insti-
tution to offer Ul rnmuam-
mrs.‘l

In her address, chief
guest Dikshit assured the

university that the Delhi
government wouldd  con-
stmact the 2-km siretch of
rcad connmecting IGNOU
with B Road. It is unac-
ceptable that a worldclass
university remains inacces-
sible because of a 2-km
road.”” she said.

To mark the end of the
silver jubilee celebrations,
MolUs were signed between
Ignou and the Indian Coun-
cil of Modical Research for
starting a collaborative PG
Diploma programame in bio-
ethicsand withthe National
Musewun Institute for pro-
moting culhure repository
of museums.

MhMember of Parliament.,
Rajiya Sabha. Oscar Fer-
nandes, in his foundation
day lecture said, “"Educa-
tion has become a right.
This law — Right to Educa-
tion — envisages compulso-
ry education for children
between the agesof 6and 14
vears. Any poor child can
now go on toexcel in studies
and find gainful employ-
ment. I wish there were
more institutionslike Ignon
which could bridge the gap
between rich and poor in
the country™

Rameshwari Handa,
chief post master general,
department of post, Central
government, released a
commemorative  emvelope
to mark the silver jubilee
year of Ignou.
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Text neck: Gadgets trigger new tech pain

Youngsters Who Constantly Look Down At Handheld Devices Get Repetitive Stress Injury

Wellington: Technology can
make yourlife easier inmany
ways but its also a a pain in
the neck — literally:

As use of mobiles and
handheld music playersisen
the rise, so are the cases of
‘textneck' — repetitive stress
injury seen especially in
young people who look down
at nobile devices for long pe-
riods of time.

“The bones and muscles
of the spine adapt to that pos-
ture and functional changes
ensue,” the New Zealand Her-

ald quoted Chiropractors’
Association spokesman Hay-
den Themas, as saying in a
statement.

“These changes in the
curve, supporting ligaments,
tendons, musculature, as
well as the bony segments,
can eventually lead to nerve
involvenient, muscle spasms
and pain,” headded.

Altheugh it’s impessible
toavoid the use of technology
these days, it is certainly pos-
sible to prevent damage to
health.

HEW EPIDEMIC

® Symptoms: Neck
pain, headaches,
arm & shoulder pain

@ Cause: Excessive
strain on the spine

@ Can be avoided by
taking regular
breaks from texting
and reading emails

GADGET WOES

® MP3 player: Hearing
problemsinteens

® Game console:
Injuries while
playing Wii Fit
games

@ Cell phones: Texting
causes sore thumbs
and wrists

Those changes included
paying attention to posture
when texting or looking ata
hand-held device. holdingthe
phone directly in front of the
face while texting or reading
emails to avoid bending the
neck downward, and taking
regular breaks.

“A few small tweaks to
how you use your mobile, MP3
player or e-reader could mean
a world of difference when it
comes to the health and long-
evity of your spine, neck and
muscles,” Thomas said. am
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‘Alien’ planet
discovered in
our Milky Way

L.ondon: European astrono-
mers scanning the Milky
Way havediscovered a planet
near a star of extragalactic
origin, implying that it came
from outside our own galaxy

The finding. which chal-
lenges current understand-
ing about how plansts are
formed and swrvive, was
made in the so-called Helmi
stream-—agroupof starsthat
originally belonged to adwarf
galaxy that was devoured by
the AMilky Way in what the as-
tronomers called “an act of
galactic cannibalism.”™

*As far as I knhow this is
the first time a planet like
this has been discovered. It
came to our galaxy about6to
9billion yearsago, soit'slike
a visiton” said Johny Setia-
wan at the Germany's Max
Planck Institute for Astron-
omy, who led the team who
made the discovery.

Over the last 15 yvears, as-
tronomershave detected near-
1y 500 planets arbiting stars in
our cosmic neighborhood, bhut
none from cutside our Milky
Way galaxy has yet been con-
firmed. “This discovery is ve-
ry exciting,” said Rainer Kle-
ment. also of the Max Planck
Institute “Because of the
great distances involved,
there are no confirmed detec-
tionsof planets in other galax-
ies. But this cosmic merger
has brought an extragalactic
planet within our reach.”™

The host star is called HIP
13044 and the planet is Known
as HIP 13044b. It lies around
2,000 lightyearsfrom Earth in
the southern constellation of
Fornax, or the Furnace, the
scientists said in a study in

OUTSIDER TURNS INSIDYRIAN
artist's impression of HiP 13044b,
a planet that entered our galaxy

from another one, orbiting a star

the journal Science Express.

It was detected using a
high-resohuation spectro-
graph attached to a 2.2 meter
telescope at the LLa Silla Eu-
ropean Southern Observato-
ry in Chile. The scientists
said the finding raised gues-
tions about accepted theories
of planet formationsinceitis
the first time a planet has
beenn found around an old
star that contains very few
elements apart from hydro-
gen and helium.

“According to the widely-
accepted planet formation
model, it is actually not pos-
sible toform a planet arounad
suitch a very metal-poorstar,™
Setiawan said inatelephone
interview His team were al-
so surprised to discover that
the planet had gone past
what is knownasthlie “red gi-
ant phase” of stellar evolu-
tion, when stars like the Sun
expand up to many times
theiroriginal size.

VWhat is unusual is that
HIP 13044h has survived that
process, when astronomers
would normally have ex-
pected it to have been swal-
lowedup by its host star as it
expanded. veeTers
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Highest resolution
photo: 80gigapixel
London panorama

London: An 80 glgam\el image of
London shows the city in unprece-
dented detailand glory. qualifyingas
the world's largest. highest-resolu-
tion paneramic photo that even re-
veals life inside buildings.

It is so detailed that users can
even zoom in on the clock face at
Westminster to read the time almost
24 km away Countless people at
street leve] are observable, as wellas
thousands of windows. many of
which reveal glimpses of life inside.

. The faces of any identifiable chil-
dren were blurred.

A couple can be seen stopping for
acupof coffee onthe street, unaware
they being photographed from up to
3.2kmaway, whileviewersareableto
zoom into office blocks across the
city. This new image, if printed at
normal photographic resolution,
would be 115 feet long and 56 feet
high. reports the Daily Mail.

It is so detailed that the photogra-
phers even had to censor one image
which they described as ‘naughty’ -
but they have not told users where
the image was found or what it was.

Photographed by Jeffrey Martin
over three days from the top of the
Centre Point building at the cross-
roads of Oxford Street and Totten-
ham Court Road. the image reveals
the highest-resolution view of any
city thathasever beencaptured.

Fronithis vantage point, 36 store-
ys up in the air an astonishing num-

ber of landmarks, houses, skyscrap- |

ers, shops, offices, and streets are
visible. Previous attempts at world

IN MINUTEST DETAIL: A view of
Westminster clock. The new
panoramic photo is so detailed that
users can zoom in to read the ¢lock
almost 2.4km away. If printed at
normal photographic resolution, the
picture would be 115ft long & 56ft high

record gigapixels include a 26-giga-
pixel image of Paris, a 70-gigapixel
image of Budapest, a 26-gigapixel
image of Dresden. and Martin's pre-
vious record holder from 2009, an 18-
gigapixelsphericalimageof Prague.

Martin, a panoramic photogra-
pher and the founder of 350Ci-
ties net, created the London gigapix-
el image from 7.886 high-resolution
individual photos taken from the
Centre Point building.

These thousands of photos were
then stitched together as one single
image on a powerful Fujitsu CELSI-
US computer. AGENCIES
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FLUID CANVAS: Anartist displays a painting
which was done on a surface of a mixed liquid
of water, oil and chemicals, in Beijing

New drug triggers steep
drop in bad cholesterol

;‘i nexperimental drug boosted good

& cholesterol so high and dropped bad
cholesterol solowinastudy thatdoctors
were stunned and voiced renewed hopes for
an entirety new way of preventing heart
attacks and strokes. “We are the most
excited we have beenin decades,” said Dr
Christopher Cannon of Brigham and
Women's Hospital in Boston, who ted the
study of the novel drug for Merck & Co. The
drug. Anacetrapib would be the first drug of
itskind that wilt help keep fat particles
attached to HDL, which carries theminthe
bloodstreamto the liver tobe disposed of.

Smart plasters to check wound healing:
Scientists have created ahigh-tech
dressing that changes colour if the wound it
covers becomes infected ~ thanks to adye
that can menitor changes inthe body's
acidity levels. While our body's defences
canheal smallinjuries within a few days, a
gaping wound takes longer to healand an
infection can quickly take hold. However,
the smartbandages and ptasters turns from
yeiiow to purple if aninfectionis present,
reports the Daily Mail.
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Passive smoking

may makeyou deaf

London: Are you a passive
smoker? Beware, you may be
at increased risk of hearing
loss, expertssay

It's already been established
that people who smoke may
damage their hearing. Now, a
study, involving over 3,000 US
adults. suggested the same is
true of passive smoking too. Ex-
perts believe tobacco smoking
may disrupt blood flow in small
vessels of the ear which could
starve the organ of oxygen and
lead toa build upof toxic waste,
causing damage. The harm is
different to that caused by noise
exposure or simple ageing.

In the new study. the re-
searchers from the University
of Miamiand FloridaInterna-
tional UUniversity looked atthe
hearing test results of 3.307
non-smoking volunteers. The
tests measured range of hear-
ing over low, mid and high
noise frequencies.

To assess passive smoke ex-

@ Mika Torbis

LISTEN UP

posure, volunteers had their
blood checked for a byproduct of
nicotine, called cotinine, which
is made when body comes into
contact with tobacco smoke
This revealed people exposed to
second-hand smoke were far
more likely to have poorer hear-
ing than others, and to a degree
wherethey might struggle tofol-
low a conversation in the pres-
ence of background noise, the
BBC News reported.

Passive smoking increased
their risk of hearing loss across
all sound frequencies by abouta
third. pri
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IT in India has grown
at twice the GDP pace’

AshaRal|Tnn

BM is among India’s most

successful MNCs. It is cur-

rently India’'s second
largest emplover behind
TCS. Steve Mills, group exec-
utive, software and systems,
responsible for Big Blue's
$22-billion software business
and most of its $40-billion
product business, spoke to
TOI about the enormous suc-
cess IBM has had in India,
and why the anti-outsourc-
ing rhetoric emanating from
Washington will wane. He, of
course, refused to give India
specific numbers given the
sensitivity of the issue politi-
cally especially employee
numbers, preferring to say
that Indiaisheading towards
becoming a “100,000 employ-
ee” centre for IBM. Excerpts:

In less than two decades
after lts re-entry, IBM has
emerged as perhaps the
most successfiul MNCin In-

dia. How did this happen?

Our presence in India today
is the result of a munber of
things that are happening here
and elsewhere in the world It
has two sides to it. One side, ob-
viously is the incredible expart
market aroumd skills, talent,
tion, the offering of capability
that customers want at a price
point that India is alle to sup-
something we needed to partici-
pate in as a company and that
led fo the enormous expansion
of IBM in India. The other side
to IBM in India is not driven by
the global consurmption of the
Jocal skills but rather by the In-
dian market itself Weare inter-
sely focused on that too.

We have seen that con-
sumption of information
technology much faster in
countries that have relatively
fast-growing GDPs and a low
percentage of I'T'as a percent-
age of GDP. You know then
that you are going to go
through an extended period
of IT growth. Youneed to
be on the ground floor.

You can't wait till
growth takes off.
You have tobe there
early establish
presence, build
skills and create
relationships with
alongtermviewto
see that accelera-
tion. We have done
thatinlndia. tisim-
portant to make in-
vestments early on.
You can't be a fast fol-
lower.

Thein-

flexion

pointwas
inthe

mid-2000s, when you

e

We ramped up for the glob-
al resourcing activities We
have put a lot of emphasis on
building capacity here in In-
dia to serve the rest of the
world. We also took decisions
inthe late 90s to build lab pres-
ence and development. Today
we have software, hardware
development happening here
dedicated to creating products
that we deliver to customers
globally We also have teams
here focused on the local mar-
ket. We are seeing accelera-
tion in the local market in
terms of kinds of projectsand
the sophistication of those
projects. India, by history
would be characterized as a
very big, small business mar-
ket but I think it is transition-
ing to becoming a large, busi-
ness market.

in your emphasis on the
focal market, youwere
ahead of Indian IT firms.
We are a 100-year-old
company. We see these pat-
terns. All things tend to rise
in the world but not at the
same pace. There is a phe-
nomenon around technolo-
gyand itsuse. It'stheenabler
of modern society Coun-
tries which make a commit-
ment tobecome a modernso-
ciety, a 21st century infra-
structure/business, theyare
inherently going to make a
bigcommitment totechniolo-
gy IT tends to grow until it
reachesacertainpercentage
of GDP thenitbeginstoslow.
IT in India has easily grown
two-timesthe GDP.

»Outsourcing
continues, P 24
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Medical courses: II'T
waits for Parliament nod

Somdatta Basu | Tan

Kolkata: If will not be long be-
fore doctors walk out with
MBBS, MS and MD degrees
from the Indian Instituie of
Technology (11T, Plans ave afoot
t0 table a hill to amend the ex-
isting statute of the HTs o al-
low them fo introduce medical
studies. “Till now, we had
churned out efficient engineers.
Now, we will aiso be committed
to producing world-class doce-
tors,” said IFT Kharagpur's
deputy director, A N Mazumdar
H the Parliament passes the
pronosed legislation changing
1'Ts" statutes, then HT-Kgp will
be the first among the six [ITs
to set up a medical school. In
s draft proposal submitted fo
-the minisiry of human re-
sources development, HT
speaks about introducing post-
graduate courses in technolo-
gy oriented medical education.
“Qur strength is fechnolo-
gy-driven research. We have
thus laid emphasis on intro-
ducing technology oriented
medical education. We had ini
tially planned to start post
graduate courses like MS and
MD. However, due {o guidelines
and restrictions of the Medical
Council of India (MCD), we will
also introduce MBBS courses.
Under the guidelines, we can

only start a postgraduate pro-
gramme in medicine if we have
an undergraduate programme
as well,” added another senior
professor of the institute
Students will be admitted to
the MBBS course in three phas-
es over the next five years. “In
each phase, we will fake 50 stu-
dents for the undergraduate

medical course. There are afew
options for admitting students,
One isto introduce a biclogy pa-
per intheexisting HT-JEE exam.
Anocther is to admit students
through the All India Pre Med-
ical Test, H has not vet been de-
cided and afinal call will be fak-
en soon. Once the approval is

~given, other modalities will be

chalked out,” said Mazumdar
Some unique medical {ech-
nology which will be top pri-

orities for the medical school
at HT-Kgp will be medical tele-
consultation, developing so-
phisticated technology for dis-
tantsurgeries, usage of hepat-
ic devices, introduction of ge-
netics and genomics in medi-
cine and drug designs, “There
is a unigue genetic sequence in
every individual. Through drug
designing, each person with an
ailment will be given a partic-
ular class of medicines that
best suit him or her. This will
not belike prescribing general
antibioties. Each drug will be
designed for each one,” ex-
plained Mazumdar.

Another Important aspect
of the pronosed medical school
is research on bio-prosthetics
and development of aliernate
material to polvmers which are
currently used as well as
haemodinamic simulations.

HT-Kgp in the midst of con-
sultation with several
renowned medical colleges and
hospitals in the country and the
US {o seek help for faculty as
and when the proposal to sef up
the medical college is sance-
tioned. “A state of art medical
education programme where

~technology will play the lead

role is gur aim. We will recruit
the best medical teachers inthe
country in order to impart les-
sons,” concluded Mazumdar
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- Ambani* new venture .

"RIL FOR VARSITY
PARTNERSHIPS

NEW YORMN: Relinnce
Industries chairman
Mukesh Ambani has said
that his group is in the
process of inalising part-
nerships with many US
universities for estallish-
ing a world-class universi-
ty in India. *Aly wife Nita
is building a university of
a world scale and world
size and we are finalising
broad partnerships with
many of the American uni-
versities..,” Ambiani said
after receiving the Dwight
I7 Elisenhower Global
Avvard for leadership from
the Business Council for
International Under-
standing (BCIU).

T
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Manipal Education to set up

Our Bureau
Bangalore, Nov 19
Manipal Education will set
up a multidisciplinary uni-
versity in Malaysia for stu-
dents from Malaysta and
other ASEAN countries.
“This is one of the first Indian
universities stepping out to
set up a university abroad,”
said Mr Anand Sudarshan,
Managing Director and CEQ,

Manipal Education,

Manipal International Uni-
versity in Kuala Lumpur, to
be operational from academic
vear 201, will require a
planned investment of about
Rs 810 crore over the next five
vears, he added. Funding
would come from internal ac-
cruals and project debt.

The university will have an
interim campus for the first
batch and expects the first
phase of the 100-acre campus
ready by 2012. It will offer
graduate and postgraduate
programmes in engineering
and management, besides
courses in law, animation, de-
sign, hospitality and tourism
among others. It expects
15,000-20,000 students in
seven vears, with about 50
per cent from outside Malay-
sia.

The Malaysian Minister of
Higher Education, Mr Y.B.
Dato Seri Mohamed Khaled
Nordin, told newspersons in
Bangalore that this was an ef-
fort to enhance bilateral ties
between the two countries.

- B EEES Y
Mr Anand Sudarshan {right), Managing Dire

ctor and CEO, ManipaIEducation, and Mr

Lan W

Mchamed Khaled Nordin, Minister for Higher Education, Malaysia, at a press conference
in Bangalore on Friday. — GRN. Somashekar

“We also recognise that In-
dia’s engineering and man-
agement education is strong,”
he added. This will also align
with Malaysia's vision to be
the education hub for the re-
gion by 2015, the Minister
said.

Manipal Education, which
is part of the Manipal Educa-
tion and Medical Group, is
jointly operating the Melaka-
Manipal Medical College at
Melaka in Malaysia for over

ten years now and over one-
fifth of the doctors in the
country are Manipal Educa-
tion alumni, Mr Sudarshan
said.

The group has three uni-
versities: Manipal University,
Sikkim Manipal University
and American University of
Antigua, and colleges in Du-
bai and Nepal.

EXPANSION PLANS
Manipal Education, which

acquired testing and assess-
ment firm MeritTrac, is look-
ing at expanding in areas that
“involve facilitating employ-
ers and engaging with em-
plovees”. Mr Sudarshan told
Business Line that the com-
pany was not scouting for ac-
quisitions and would instead
grow organically. “All our ex-
pansion activities would be
through internal accruals and
we are not looking for exter-
nal funding at this point.”



Our Bureau
Kochi, Nov. 19

With the objective of pro-
viding world class skills to
students on IBM Technolo-
gies, IBM India is planning to
tie up with three more engi-
neering colleges in the State
as part of its Centre of Excel-
lence programme, an aca-
demic initiative taken up by
the company. \

The company has already
tied up with two engineering
colleges in the State for the
programme as the CoE will
provide an opportunity for
students to learn new skill
sets on latest technologies
and IBM products, said Mr
Sriram Rajan, Vice-President,
General Business (South).

IBM will provide the col-

Business Line ND 20/11/2010

IBM India to tie up with more

engineering colleges

B IBM will provide the college with
access to technologies relevant to the

market.

lege with access to technol-
ogies relevant to the market
and equip the facility with the
knowledge to ensure students
are able to gain first hand ex-
perience on all IBM products.

Through this IBM academ-
ic initiative, he said the com-
pany is working with colleges
and universities in the coun-
try to teach students the open
standard skills they will need
to compete in the technology
work place.

IBM’s centre offers a wide
range of technology educa-
tion benefits that can be
scaled to meet the goals of

most educational institutions
for improvement in the qual-
ity of technical education and
increase in the employability
of students.

Referring to Kerala market,
Mr Rajan said that the com-
pany is doing extremely well
in the State,

There are plans to expand
the business and the company
is focussed on verticals such
as government, cooperative
banks and insurance, IT/
ITES and NBFC to develop a
business model.

“The objective is to focus
on business which is growing

Financial Express
ND 20/11/2010 p-6

MindTree looks to tie
up with tech colleges

MindTree said it plans to forge an alliance
withieading educational institutesinthe
country for an initiative aimed at setting up
digitalinfrastructure and formulatinga
curriculumtailor-made to the present
requirement of the industry. The company
has already identified two educational
institutions in Karnataka — BVB College of
Engineering and Technology in Hubli and
Gogte institute of Technology in Belgaum —
tor the purpose, company co-founder and
vice-chairman Subroto Bagchi said.
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and provide them with goad
technology,” he said.

“We are working on many
products and solutions for in-
dustry-specific  challenges
world over, We have devei-
opment efforts  ongoing
across  various  software,
hardware labs around the
world where engineers are
working on future technolo-
gies from design of better per-
forming systems and servers
to smarter software that can
runintelligent business appli-
cations of clients,” he added.

Business Analytics and Op-
timisation; cloud computing,
virtualisation, green data cen-
tres are some of the technol-
ogies the company focussed
in recent times for future
growth, he said.
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scouts for tie-ups

with US universities

New York, Nov 19: Reliance
Industries chairman Mukesh
Ambani has said that his groupisin
the process of finalising
partnerships with many US
universities for establishinga
world-class varsity in India.

Billionaire Ambani’s wife Nita
Ambaniis leading the efforts for
setting up a varsity which would be
set up by RIL's philanthropy arm
Reliance Foundation.

“My wife Nita is building a

university of a world scale and world .

size and we are finalising broad
partnerships with many of the
American universities...,” Mukesh
Ambani said after receiving the
Dwight D Eisenhower Glabal Award
for leadership from the Business
Council for International

Understanding (BCIU).

“We look forward to really
equipping tomorrow's youth with
the skills and the knowledge and the
competencies that they would need
inIndia in the coming decades,” he
said. Nita Ambaniinalecture
delivered at the London School ot
Economics (LSE) last month had
said that Reliance Foundation had
taken up the challenge of setting up
a world class university in India.

LSE had atso said that it would
collaborate with Reliance
Foundation for establishing world
class universitiesin India.

“The {proposed) university will
break new grounds in the use of
technology and it will be a university
that looks global with Indian soul,”
she has said. PTt
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Cern scientists made big news chasing the God

partlcle. They are back, tracking Big Bang thistime

-~ \ N Engineering, stand by for warpdrive, Capta inKirk
) would say and Starship Enterprise would prompt-

But Cern scientists, as reported in Nature maga-
zinethis week, have brought us just alittle bit clos-
. er to figuring out the kind of matter-antimatter
processes that the good Captain had at his fingertips. Physicist Paul
Dirac posited antimatter asordinary matter inreverse as farbackas
In 1931: every particle has an antiparticle that has an opposite elec-
tric charge but isotherwise nearly identical, right down tomassand
lifetime. This is key to all theories of physics assuming that at Big

l ly performafeat firmly rooted in afictional world.-
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Bang, some 15 billion years ago, equal amounts of matter and anti-.

matter weregenerated. Yet, littleantimatter survivesand that'sabig

mystery Tosolve the mystery scientists need tosee antimatterinac- -

tion. Thishasprovednearly impossibleasmatter and antimatter an-
nihilate each other on contact (creating the energy that could power
astarship). So, what has Cern actually pulled off? _

Using hydrogen atoms, where positrons and antiprotons would
be the counterparts to electrons and protons, they used several
stages of cooling to stabilise (relatively speaking) the antimatter so
that 38 antihydrogen atoms were successfully trapped inside a mag-
netic bottlefor.2seconds. That wouldn't generateenoughenergyto
make a cup of coffee let alone the ultimate rocket fuel. But for the
physicists, this isadramaticstep forward.
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44 mn students
to enter higher
education in
next 10 years

By PrasHaxT K. NaxDa
prashanr.na@livernint.com

MEW DELH!E

ndia’s higher education en-

rolment will move up to 14
million from the current 14
million in a decade, the Cen-
tral government said on Fri-
day, underlining that private
players, distance education
and foreign education provid-
ers will play key roles in ensur-
ing this growth.

Human resource develop-
ment (FIRID) minister Kapil
Sibal said at the Hindustan
Times Leadership Summit that
the Central government looks
to add 30 million more stu-
dents at this level by 2020. “In-
dustry does not create (hu-
man) wealth, it translates ide-
as into wealth. Higher educa-
tion will create this human
wealth.”

He said, when “we speak of
adding 30 million more to the
higher education, it means
1,000 more universities. Gowv-
ernment cannot do everything.
We need the private sector,
foreign education providers,
expansion of distance learning
and enlarging the online for-
mat of learning”™.

The Central government be-
lieves that while 44 million will
pursue higher education, 150
million more will need guality
vocational education.

“We are bringing a national
vocational gualification frame-
work. The Central Board of
Secondary Education will pro-
vide an array of courses rang-
ing from automobile o para-
medics,” Sibal said, forecast-
ing that education is wvital as
India will provide huge jobs to
the world by 2050.

Chas Edelstein, co-chief ex-
ecutive of Apollo Group. a
leading for-profit education
conglomerate in the US, said:
“India’s knowledge century is
a global opportunity.” He also
expressed his desire to enter
the Indian education space.

Dipak Jain, dean emeriius,
Kellogg School of Manage-
mernt, said the qguality was
there in India and “we need to
scale wup”, referring to skill
training. “"India needs more In-
cdustrial Training Institutes
(ITIs) than IITs (Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology},”™ he said.

“I think the furure of compe-
tition is collaboration,” he
added.
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Sibal bats for higher education

AGE CORRESPONDENT

Frrerbay o NEV DELY
Nov:”'19: Unioh ' bushidn
resource development min-
ister Kapil Sibal on Friday
stated that the government
wias contemplating to enact
alaw in a few years to make
sure that a majority of chil-
dren should go trom ele-
mentary to higher secondary
education. The minister stat-
ed that the support for high-
er education was vital for
the future of the country.
Speaking at the Hindustan
Times Leadership Summit
™

the minister  stated  that
while the Right to Education-
hi¥ now becomé 'a’ fundi””
mental right. a similar move
is crucial for the secondary
education. “The move wiil
help as it will help in creat-
ing human resources at the
university level who will
create wealth for the coun-
try,” Mr Sibal added.
“Hopefully this govem-
ment in years to come will
make sure that there is
another law passed that all
children must go from ele-
mentary to higher secondary
education,” he said.

The minister stated
that whilethe
Right to Education
has now become a
fundamental right,
a similar move is
crucial for the sec-
ondary education

He reiterated that by 2020
the country needs to have at
least 30 per cen: Gross
Enrolment Ratio instead of
present  t24 per cent.
“Which means the 14 mil-
lion who go to college now

[
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would go up to 45 million.

. That will create the critical.
“mass of people. moving to

university,” he said.

“Unless more people move
into the college system, the
nation will not have the kind
of intangible wealth it needs
to produce the kind of
wealth that will than be
translated into products by
industry,” he added.

He called for more private
sector investment in the sec-
tor. But asked them 1o main-
tain quality and standards in
the private educational insti-
tutions.
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M students
to be trained
on NREGA

AGE CORREEPONDENT
. NEW DELMH

Nov. 19: The rural develop-
ment ministry has thought
of a novel concept to blunt
s criticism on the conduct
of social audit of the UPA
flagship AMahamma Gandhi
NREGA. Sources said the
ministry is planning to TOpe
In top management insti-
tutes like the Indian Inst-
tutes of Management. Insti-
tute of Rural Management
and Tata Institute of Social
Sciences 1o educate and
train the students about the
flagship scheme MGNRE-
G.A with a special focus on
soctal audit.

“In turn, these manage-
ment students can further
train college and university
going students, who can
play a role in the conduct of
social audit of the rural job
plan,” said a senior official
of the rural development
Mministry. Though well
intended, the social audit of
MGNREGA works across
the country is suffering
from lack of wransparency.
Section 17 of the MGNRE-
G A stipulates that the gram
sabha shall monitor the exe-
cution of works and further
that the village sarpanch
shall conduct regular social
audits of all the projects
taken up under the scheme.

Govt planning to
rope in top man-
agement institutes
to educate and
train the

students about
MGNREGA scheme
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"MIT femto-camera sees around corners

Narzyan Lakshman

WASHINGTON: The next time
you accuse someone of having
tunnel vision, make sure it is
not Ramesh Raskar. The As-
sociate Professor at the Mas-
sachusetts  Institute  of
Technology is leading a team
that is developing a “femto-
secand transient imaging sys-
tem”, or a camera that can
look around corners and be-
youd the line of sight.
Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr, Raskar said the principle
behind the device was “very
much like a CAT scan”, which

takes multiple photographs
and used mathematical inver-
sion to piece together images.

He added that potential ap-
plications for femto-photog-
raphy included
search-and-rescue  planning
in hazardous conditions, col-
lision avoidance for cars, and
robots in industrial environ-
ments. His website notes that
transient imaging also has
significant potential benefits
in medical imaging, atlowing
endoscopes to view around
obstacles inside the human
body.

Mr. Raskar's team de-

scribes the process using the
simple example of a room
with an open door. The goal is
to compute the geometry of
the object inside the room by
exploiting light reflected off
the door. The device directs
an ultra-short laser beam
emitted by the “femto-second
laser” (femto-second is a qua-
drillionth of a second. or one-
millionth-of-one-billienth of
asecond) on to the door, from
where it scatters inside the
room. The light reflected
from objects inside the room
again falls on the door and is
reflected toward the tran-

sient imaging camera. An ul-
tra-fast array of detectors
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could well revolutionise in-
numerable routine process

measures the time profile of based on line of sight.

returned signal from multiple
positions on the door.

In comments to media, Mr.
Raskar added. “It is like hav-
ing X-ray vision without the
X-rays.. But we are going
around the problem rather
than going through it.”

Mr. Raskar said to The Hin-
du that his team had initial
results that they were not
sharing publicly yet, The de-
vice should be fully developed
in the next year or so.

When that happens, it
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Stiglitz has a point
Invest In Education

OBEL laureate Joseph E Stiglitz has rightly advised

Indiatocreate alearning society forsustained andin-
clusive growth. His advice, in the latest edition of the Ja-
waharlal Nehru Memorial Lecture, to build human capi-
tal and foster innovation makes eminent sense. Vastly
expanding the epportunities for education is a must for
India to reap the demographic dividend in full measure.
Moreimportant, the country needstoproduce quality tal-
ent, given thatonly 15% of our graduatesare employable
today, However, action at the level of higher education
alone will not do. Students entering colleges should have
aminimum level of knowledye that secondary schooling
is supposed to provide. Very few actually do. The back-
bone for quality talent, therefore, is primary education.
Merely spending money will not ensure improvements.
We need to raise the efficacy of public spending in educa-
tion. Stiglitz is spot-on when he says that policies to pro-
mote learning processes are specially iimportant for devel-
oping countries. Clearly, the gap in knowledge between
developed and developing countries canbe bridged only if
development policy focuses on enhancing leaming, This
calls forreformsin governance, Teachers whodonot turm
upinschools and those who are notequippedtoteach are
partefasociopolitical reality. This must change. A change
would mean empowering people at every level and de-
centratising administration. Simultaneously, interven-
tion is necessary to disrupt the close correlation between
socioeconomic status and educational attainment, medi-
ated by nutrition intake and mental stimulation in the
mostcritical growth phase, infancy.

The governmentshould also make the integration of re-
search and teaching, particularly in science and educa-
tion, mandatory. It should incentivise knowledge and in-
novation, making the acadeniic community alive to the
demands ofindustry. While the government must step up
its allocations to higher education and research, there is
enormous scope to supplement these with private funds,
by way of grants and research funding from industry and
tuition fees by those who can afford them. India cannot
hold back serious educational reformany longer.
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Apex court asks UPSC to divulge civil services selection under RTI

Nidhi Sharma

NEW DELHI

HE Supreme Court has asked the

UPSC to reveal details of civil servie-

es selection process for those wha
seek it under the Right to Information.

'UPSC had been resisting demands for
divulging the selection process, including
scaling system and cut-off marks, despite
orders by the Central Information
Commission and Dethi high court. The le-
gal battle between UPSC and civil services
aspirants finally came to an end on Thurs-
day when a bench of Justices Aftab Alam
and R M Lodha asked UPSC to withdraw
its petition and provide information to
students.

Students have been fighting for
transparency in dvil services examination
since 2006, when results for UPSC prelim-
inary examinations were declared. Sever-
al students, who had not qualified, filed

WAIT OVER: Students have been fighting for p

Y in civil services

Economic Times ND20/11/2010

The apex court observed that UPSC
examination system would change

from 2011 and it should not have any
reservations about divulging its old
selection process. UPSC would have to
divulge details to students in a month

RT1applications with UPSC seeking infor-
mation on raw marks and cut-off marks
in subjects, the scaling procedure and
model answers for different questions in
subjects. The main contention of the
students was that the level of difficulty of
papers in 23 optional subjects did not
match. The students also felt that UPSC
did not have a fair scaling procedure to
match the performance of examinees
who had opted for different subjects.
However, UPSC argued that

P-4

revealing model answers or cut-off
marks would benefit private coaching
institutes, which would field dummy
candidates and crack the system. When
aspirants approached CIC, the
commission directed UPSC on
November 13, 2006, to divulge all infor-
mation. But UPSC challenged this order
in the Delhi high court.

Later it moved the Supreme Court
through a spedial leave petition. The
matter came up for final judgment on

Thursday. The bench observed that
UPSC examination system would
change from 2011 and it should not
have any reservations about divulging
its old selection process. UPSC would
now have to divulge details tothe
students in a month.

Speaking to ET, senior advocate
Prashant Bhushan said: “The Supreme
Court observed that a new examination
system would be in place in 2011 so
UPSC's plea thatits system would be
compromised does not stand. UPSC was
asked to withdraw the petition. Now it
would have to divulge details to the dvil
services aspirants.”

“Though the system has changed, we
will know what wwas happening with usin
the previous years. We would be able to
pin-pointthe flaws in the arbitrary system
which was followed over the years,” said
Amit, a student who has been fighting the
legal batle since 2006.

IIM students seek sales, mktg roles this yr

Avinash Nair & Parag Dave

AHMEDABAD

the campuses of the Indian Institute of Man-

agement (IIM). Be it rising stipends, job of-
fers or the number of firms visiting the campus-
¢s, the jourtiey has been northwards for these
prestigious B-schools,

The colours this season in most [IM campuses
seem to be more in favour of sates and marketin-
g—a role that has emerged a shade better than
the hard-core finance and consulting jobs that
are mostly preferred in campuses across the
country. Experts point out that the FMCG (fast
muoving consumert goods} firms that are current-
ly clocking growth of 15-25% are aiding the
trend. While sales and marketing (S&M)
emeryed as the clear favourite in campuses of
IM-Kozhikode (IIM-K) and M-Lucknow
(1IM-L). there has been a noticeable rise in the

IT HAS been a splendid summer this year at

¢

The rise is attributable to the growth in the fast moving consumer goods sector. All premier
FMCG firms in the country recruit from IM-L in this domain, and are very aggressive about
their recruitment plans in order to build their talent pool for the future

* - RAHUL TOM JOSEPH MEMSER, PLACEMENT CELL, UM-L- 5

number of students opting for this profile in IIM-
Ahmedabad (IIM-A) and IM-Calcutta {TIM-C).

A member of the placement cell at IIM-L, Ra-
hul Tom Joseph, puts the trend in perspective.
*The rise is attributable to the growth (both real-
ised and predicted) in the fast moving consumer
goods (FMCG)sector. All premier FMCG firmsin
the country recruit from IIM-L in this domain,
and are very aggressive about their recruitment
plansin order to build their ralent pool for the fu-
ture,” says Mr Joseph. At IIM-1, sales and mar-
keting dominated the summer placements this
year. As many as 29% of the batch of 414 stu-

dents opted for Sales and Marketing profiles,
while 27% choose banking and financial servic-
es profile. In 2009. only 22% of the batch had
opted for sales and marketing profile.
Similaristhe case at IM-K, where aquarterof
the 2010-12batch opted 1o intern withsales and
marketing, while 22% of the batch opted for fi-
nance roles, HUL, ITC, Marico, Colgate-Palme-
live, PepsiCo, Asian Paints, Johnson & Johnson,
Hindustan Coca Cola Beverages, Kellogg's,
Heinz, Voltas, Perfetti van Melle, Titan and Avon
were some of the FMCG companies that visited
the ITM campuses this year. According to a new

report by Booz and Company, in the next 10
years, the FMCG sectorin India has the potential
1o grow toa Rs 6 lakh-crore industry, fromits ex-
isting size of Rs 1.3 lakh crore. *There hasbeen a
talent gap in FMCG companices after other sec-
tors like telecom and insurance tappedinto their
resources. Now these companies which are
growing at 15-25%, depending on their prod-
ucts, are building on their bench strength,” says
Mr Sunil Goel, director, GlobalHung, India, ahu-
man resource récruitment firm.

EveninIIM -Aand [IM-C. considered tobe ‘fi-
nance campuses’, the percentage of students ac-
cepting sales and marketing roles have risen. At
IIM-C, though finance continued to be the pre-
ferred option, only 37% of 353 participating stu-
dents chose finance compared 1o 439% last year.
In comparison, the quanturn of students opting
forsales and marketing rose 1o 28% from 25% in
2009, Similar was the case in 1IM-A, where the
percentage of students opting for sales and mar-
keting rose by a couple of percentage points,
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" Ambani new venture

RILFORVARSITY
PARTNERSHIPS

NEW YORK: Reliance
Industries chairman
Mukesh Ambani has said
that his group is in the
process of finalising part-
nerships with many US
universities for establish-
ing a world-class universi-
ty in India. “My wife Nita
is building a university of
a world scale and worid
size and we are finalising
broad partnerships with
many of the American uni-
versities..,” Ambuani said
after receiving the Dwight
D Eisenhower Global
Award for leadership from
the Rusiness Council for
International Under-
standing (BCIU).

PTI
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